[image: image1.png]




CABINET FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES


DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES

Division of Protection and Permanency
COA Accredited Agency  

[image: image2.wmf]
Ernie Fletcher                                                                                                        James W. Holsinger, Jr., M.D.

Governor

                                                                                                                                                Secretary

To:

Service Region Administrators



R&C Supervisors

From:

Michelle Sanborn



Director

Date:

September 14, 2005

Subject:
Children displaced by Hurricane Katrina

As we all learn more about the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina we are finding out about the implications this has for foster children in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.  Many of you have either been contacted by foster parents or have heard on the news that other states are being asked to provide foster care for these displaced children.  Kentucky certainly wants to be a part of the effort to assist the affected states.  Staff in Central Office has been participating in federally sponsored conference calls for the purpose of learning what needs the child welfare providers in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama may have and what response is needed from other states.  At this point all three states have indicated that they do not have a need to place children in other states.  These three states have indicated that they can meet the foster care needs of the children in their states within their state.  While these states have expressed appreciation for these offers of help, they do not believe it would be in the children’s best interest to move them so far away from home.

In the event that placements are needed in the future, Kentucky’s response must be organized and must ensure that safety remains our paramount concern.  Therefore, should Kentucky foster care placement become necessary in the future, the following protocol has been developed.

· All calls or inquiries from your region regarding the placement of displaced children should be funneled through the regional R&C Supervisor.  The R&C supervisor will send, via email, their information through their SRA to the Out of Home Care Branch Mike Overstreet.

· If local offices are contacted by their resource parents asking how they can help, please take their names.  Ask that they arrange no placements on their own.  It would be helpful if the R&C supervisors could keep a list of potential placements if the need should arise.
SRA Memo
9-14-05

Page Two

· If a resource parent is contacted by someone other than their R&C worker to take a child (local church, foster parent association, etc.), please ask the resource parent to contact the local R&C office before accepting any child for placement.

· Our interstate office will be the clearinghouse for all placements of children from out of state.  If you learn of a specific child from another state needing placement, please use the attached Tracking Displaced Children Form and send that information to Mike Overstreet or Joe Hawkins at 502 -564-5995 (fax) or by email to michael.overstreet@ky.gov or joe.hawkins@ky.gov .

· The Out of Home Care branch will contact the regions to find potential placements for the children.

· If you learn of an adult in your region that was separated from their child as a result of Hurricane Katrina you can advise them to contact 1-800-TheLost to check their data base or they may visit www.missingkids.com.  

It is recommended that R&C staff contact the resource parents in your region to inform them of this protocol.  A sample letter is attached for your use, if you wish.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this effort.  If you have further questions, please feel free to contact either Mary Ellen Nold, Martha Vozos, or Denise Weider at 502-564-2147 or via e-mail.
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